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Foucauldian Reading of Three Plays

Sayyadan, Chub be-dast'ha-ye Varazil, and Rungs of a Ladder
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Farkhondeh Fazel Bakhsheshi
Instructor, Dramatic Literature, Eqbal Lahoori Institute of Higher Education

Abstract

The concept of power in Foucault’s theories is the lense that have been used in this
article as a way of reading three plays written by contemporary Iranian playwrights
Gholam Hosein Saaedi, Akbar Radi, and Bahman Forsi. The three plays chosen from
mentioned writers were written in sixties in Iran. The writers share the same
sociopolitical atmosphere while writing these plays although they lived in different
geographial part of Iran. As the result they share same ideas in their writings about
power and how it affected the societies pictured in their plays. However the reaction of
each society is different from the other and that made us to try and read these plays
with the help of Foucault’s theories on power. The result show that all the writers
share the same structure in demonstratuing the hegemony and the tools it usese in
practicing power over its subjects and subjects subordination to power is done
gradually and unconciously. Moreover, while the reaction of each society is different
toward hegemony and its practice of power over them, at the end all the societies
surrended themselves to the hegemony.

Keywords: Foucault, Power, Saaedi, Radi, Forsi.
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