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Investigating the geographical distribution of vowel variations and preparing a
linguistic atlas of the variables in Hirmand region

Mehrdad Boushehri
Masters degree in English Language Teaching Islamic Azad University Borujerd Research
Sciences Unit Iran

Sara afzal
Master of Linguistics Payam Noor Bushehr University Iran

Abstract

Every language continues its life alongside its language varieties. Therefore, the branch of
dialectology with the aim of describing and examining the main levels of language, including
grammar, word structure, phonetics and phonology, is important in languages. The present study
aims to investigate the geographical distribution of a number of vowel forms of the dialect of
Hirmand region of Zabol city in Sistan and Baluchistan province and prepare a language atlas
according to the differences in their distribution in this region. In this regard, the geographical
distribution of a number of selected linguistic forms has been depicted through a diagram and
linguistic atlas. The research areas are 12 villages of Hirmand city, which were selected
considering the geographical directions and ease of commuting to the villages.The speakers of the
study were illiterate and illiterate elderly men and women who were chosen completely randomly.
In each village, two or three speakers of free speech have been collected. Also, in order to collect
more detailed information, a questionnaire has been designed and completed by the speakers. The
results of the investigations are expressed in the form of a diagram and linguistic atlas. The results
of the research indicate that phonetic processes such as vowel raising, vowel falling, vowel
fronting, vowel backsliding, vowel compounding and vowel simplification are seen in the speech
of the research area. Also, the results show that there is a difference in the speech of the research
area and these language differences are pervasive.

Key words: geographical distribution, linguistic atlas, phonetic process, vowel raising
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