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The Role of Calligraphy in Carpet Gravestones of North Khorasan and Its
Impact on the Absence of Women: A Semiotic Approach (Case Study of
Ashkhaneh County)

Mahsa Pileghar
Master of Arts in Art Research, Ferdows Higher Education Institute, Mashhad, Iran
Golaleh Eskouei

Assistant Professor, Department of Visual Communication, Ferdows Higher Education Institute, Mashhad, Iran

Abstract

This study examines the use of carpets in gravestones in the Ashkhaneh County, focusing on
Saussurean semiotics and Barthes' cultural codes. The primary aim is to analyze the role of
calligraphy and cultural signs in carpet-themed gravestones and to explore the presence or
absence of women in these contexts. The research method is qualitative and based on
Saussurean and Barthesian semiotics. Data were collected through observation and analysis of
gravestone images from various regions of Ashkhaneh and then analyzed. The findings
indicate that the use of carpets in gravestones reflects local culture, religion, and art, and from
a semiotic perspective, signs like "mother" and "carpet" represent notions such as sacrifice
and maternal love. The absence of women in some gravestones points to social limitations
and their marginal roles in traditional societies. Results show that carpets, beyond their
decorative role, carry significant cultural and social messages about the status of women in
society. Future research is suggested to focus on analyzing gravestones from other regions of
Iran and the impact of social changes on cultural signs.

Keywords: Carpet Gravestones, Calligraphy, Absence of Women, Ashkhaneh, Semiotics



