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Genealogy of the Korramdini, Abu Muslim, and Mazdakism Movements in

Zoroastrian Apocalyptic Literature
Ali Abedi

Master's student in Religions and Mysticism at the University of Tehran
Maryam Behnam

Master's student in Religions and Mysticism at the University of Tehran

Abstract

The sacred and its collective representation, in the views of many theorists, has been formulated
as one of the factors in the formation of societies, significant social events, movements, and
revolutions. In this research, while examining three Iranian movements and reinterpreting the
genealogical approach of Zoroastrian official texts regarding them, we studied the transformation
of the collective experience of the sacred over time. Zoroaster himself established the religion of
Zoroastrianism and initiated social reform; however, an institution emerged that represented
Zoroaster and his teachings and, incidentally, had a close relationship with the power authority.
We then explored the relationship and approach of the Zoroastrian religious institution and
Iranian identity, revealing that this institution not only lacked a holistic, pluralistic, and cohesive
perspective on society but also hindered the creation of an all-inclusive identity. Here, it is
noteworthy to pay closer attention to the distinction we made between the sacred and the
religious institution. We chose a Foucault’s genealogical method to trace the underlying system

of thought in the texts, moving beyond their surface and apparent meanings.

Keywords: Iranian identity, the sacred, religious institution, social movement.



