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linguistic atlas of the variables in Zahak region
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Abstract

In the present study, the geographical spread of a number of linguistic variables of
the Sistani dialect in the cities of Zahak and Hirmand in the province of Sistan and
Balochistan has been investigated. According to the differences in the linguistic
forms and the way the variables are distributed in the researched areas, a linguistic
atlas has been drawn. In order to collect the linguistic forms of the region, free speech
and interviews were conducted with fifty elderly speakers over 50 years of age. A
questionnaire in accordance with the variables provided on the site of the Persian
Language and Literature Academy was compiled in the form of a vocabulary list
and was implemented in all twenty research points. Then, based on the differences
and similarities in the distribution of the related linguistic forms in the dialects of
Zahak and Hirmand regions, a separate map has been drawn for each variable. In
this regard, the "GIS" software was used to draw the border line of consonance and
accurately determine the domain of each linguistic form. By examining the linguistic
evidence, we come to the conclusion that the processes of vowel raising and vowel
falling in this dialect are among the prominent linguistic features of the region, which
have a higher frequency compared to other processes. The results of the research
indicate that there are many variations in the lexical variables, so that the lexical
variables are used completely different from the standard type. In terms of syntax,
we have not seen a significant difference in syntactic variables compared to standard
persianlanguage.

Keywords: linguistic variable, linguistic atlas, homophone boundary line,
geographical distribution, vowel raising



